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Glenda Stark 

Audio-Visual Systems Expert 

Canada Employment and Immigration Commission 
Ottawa, Ontario 


This job suits my personality. | don’t like doing the same 
thing twice in a row, and here no two days are the same. We 
produce complete audio-visual programs for use by other 
sections of the Canada Employment and Immigration 
Commission. We do some slide/tape shows for training 
immigration officers, others for public viewing at Canada 
Manpower Centres, and still others to give prospective 
immigrants some idea of life in Canada. 


Usually I’m called in on a project after the script is written, 
and | start from there. As | read the script, pictures begin to 
roll through my head. Then | tell a graphic artist what pic- 
tures | want drawn, or | go out and shoot them myself with 
a 35 mm. camera or a portable color television camera. After 
the film has been processed or the video tape edited, | make 


the sound track, synchronize it with the pictures, and make 
the required number of copies of the complete show. All this 
might take two months, or a rush job might have to be done 
in four or five days. But | never have the luxury of finishing 
one project before | start on another: I’m always working on 
two or three projects at the same time. 


In this job you take the good with the bad. Sometimes I'll 
sit doing something as unexciting as duplicating slides for a 
week at a time. Then a couple of times a year | find myself 
in cities like Saskatoon or Vancouver with a TV camera on 
my shoulder, and | can convince myself that there’s a bit of 
glamour to itt. 


When | applied to get into the audio-visual program at a. 
community college in 1971, the chairman of the program 
said he didn't want me to waste my time taking the course 
since a woman“... wouldn’t be able to get the job after , 
graduating.’’ | talked fast for an hour and he let me into the 
orogram. Once classes started, everyone forgot my sex within 
a week: we worked together. Since then I’ve sent the chair- 
man a copy of every job offer I’ve had — it’s become a little 
joke between us. 


This is a good field for someone who likes tangible results. — 
It’s very satisfying to look at a show and remember how 
hard you worked on it to make it good. You need a good 
imagination and some mechanical ability, though sometimes 
it's hard for a woman to tell if she’s mechanically inclined, 
since women usually don’t get much chance to work with | 
machines. | thought | had no mechanical ability when | went 
into the course, but | found out | had lots. 


| don’t think anyone should get tied down to something 
that is boring. This is a good career. It’s dynamic. e's TURK 
And there’s lots of challenge. 


Cécile Morin 

Controller, Terminal Services 
Transport Canada 

Montreal, Quebec 


| am acontroller of terminal services at Mirabel Airport. My 
duties are fourfold: apron control, assignment of gates, 
passenger transfer vehicle dispatch and baggage control. The 
control of an airplane arriving at Mirabel passes from the air 
traffic controller to the apron controller just before it arrives 
on the apron. We control planes, vehicles and pedestrians on 
the ramp areas, and we give planes clearance to proceed to 
the gates assigned by us in accordance with a priority list. 
Since some gates are more advantageous than others in the 
eyes of the airlines, we must be very diplomatic in explaining 
to them that the position they would like is not available and 
that our only goal is to give them the greatest possible 
Satisfaction. 


We also dispatch passenger transfer vehicles, which meet 

the passengers at the planes. Their duties are based ona 
schedule determined well in advance. We are also in charge of 
baggage control, that is, we designate baggage claim devices 
and docks for arrivals. 


We work on a rotating basis, spending two hours a day at 
each task. It would be tiring to work eight hours at a single 
task, especially apron control, which requires a great deal of 


_ concentration. The four controllers work together in order to 


do their job well. Rotation also gives us a chance to get an 
overall view of what is happening in each section. | have no 
personal preterence among the four tasks, and, in fact, believe 
that the variety of my duties is definitely one of the greatest 
advantages of this career. 


| have been an apron controller for two years. Before that, | 
was an information hostess at Dorval Airport for three years 
and then spent four months as a floor controller. Before 
becoming an apron controller, | went through approximately 
four months of training here at Mirabel. | then worked with 
an experienced controller until it was felt that | could do the 
work. 


The training itself was not very difficult; it was more difficult 
_ to get used to working only with men. When you are one of 


the first women to enter a field, it is sometimes necessary 
to explain why you chose it; you have to prove yourself. 
After two years, | think that the men accept me a little 
more, and | myself have a better understanding of their 


_ attitudes and problems. | believe that with the help of the 


Equal Opportunities for Women programs there will be more 
and more women in technical fields, and it will become 
easier for them to work with men. 


_ Here at Mirabel, | work for six days and then have three ) 


days off. | have never had any trouble adapting to shift 
work, and there are even advantages, because | love skiing 


‘and when my days off fall during the week, | have the slopes 


to myself and never have to wait for the lift. 


| like what | do; for me, working is very important. | have 
never thought of getting married, having children and then 
quitting work. If | ever do marry and have children, | will 
try to reconcile the two things, my job and my family, 
without allowing one to interfere with the other. That is 
becoming more and more possible today. 


| think you have to be very flexible and never say, ‘| will 


only do such and such — nothing else interests me.’ You 


must try to grow and develop no matter which field you are 
in; often, when you least expect them, various opportunities 
arise and you should be ready to consider them. 
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There are many other jobs in the general technical group. 
Can you see yourself wearing any of these hats? 


Audio-Visual Maintenance and Repair 

You look after the hardware for simultaneous translation 
services at a government conference centre. 

Audio-Visual Reproduction 

A videotape on forest fire prevention has been produced, and 
copies are needed for every national park. You make them. 
Curatorial and Technical Services 

As a taxidermist, you preserve and mount Canadian wildfowl 


for display at a museum of natural history. 


As a registrar in a museum, you make an initial identification 
of all artifacts and specimens acquired, and keep a catalogue 
of what the museum has. 


Museum Conservator 


You preserve and restore objects of historical or cultural 
significance. You might specialize in paintings, or papers, 
or decorative objects, or native artifacts. 


Exhibit Designer 


You design an exhibition of Canadian products for a World 
Trade Fair, giving buyers in other countries an opportunity 


_ to see the goods Canada has to offer. 


Interior Designer 


A government department is moving into a new building. 
What kinds of space are needed? What will the traffic flow 
be? How do you use partitions and screens and plants to 
make efficient use of the space available? 


Park Warden 


People visit national parks to find a spot where wildlife is 
protected and forests are preserved for their enjoyment. 
They trust you to administer regulations and provide 
programs that will assure them of a safe and pleasant 


“holiday. 


Fishery Officer 


You help look after commercial, sport or Indian food 
fisheries by enforcing regulations, observing ocean or lake 


and river waters to detect pollution or overfishing, and 


helping to maintain the stock of fish at a high level. 


IF THE HAT FITS, WEAR IT! 
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Further 
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